
Candidate Vetting Questionnaire 
Please complete and return by July 5, 2024 

Email to:  wexcountygop@yahoo.com 
Mail to:  Wexford GOP, 203 E Division St, Cadillac, MI 49601 

 
 

Name:  

Public Office Candidacy (Role Title):  

Incumbent or New Candidate?  
 
 

1) Tell us why you are running for public office. What are your goals and vision?  What 
qualifications do you bring to the role? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2) Do you have experience as an elected official?  If so, please tell us about that 
position and experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wexcountygop@yahoo.com


3) How would you describe your voting history since you registered as a voter?  Have 
you previously voted for candidates affiliated with other parties?  If so, please 
explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4) Please tell us about your activity as a Republican. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5) Describe experiences where you were engaged in service to others, such as not-
for-profit organizations, clubs, churches, boards, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6) You’ve indicated on your candidate affidavit that your party affiliation is 
Republican. Do you support all aspects of the Republican platform? Please 
elaborate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7) What is the purpose of government? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8) Please explain your view on upholding the Oath of Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



9) How will you make yourself available to constituents, if elected?  What is your 
plan to ensure your constituents are heard and their concerns are addressed? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

10) Please explain, in your own words, the role and responsibilities of the office you’re 
seeking, and outline how you intend to address each of the primary duties of that 
office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you very much for taking the time to answer these vital questions. Your thoughtful 
response aids the Wexford County Republican Committee, our precinct delegates, 
committee members and constituents in promoting, endorsing and voting to elect 
Republican candidates that will ensure the will of We The People. 
 
In Liberty! 
 
 
Emily DeBoer 
Chair, Wexford County Republican Committee 
 
 

Paid for with regulated funds by the Wexford County Republican Committee, 203 E Division St, Cadillac, MI 49601 


	undefined: Mark Boonstra
	Public Office Candidacy Role Title: Michigan Supreme Court - 8-year term (openseat
	Incumbent or New Candidate: New Candidate (current Court of Appeals Judge)
	fill_4: I am now serving in my 13th year on Michigan’s second-highest court (the Michigan Court of Appeals), and thus have extensive judicial experience including hundreds (if not thousands) of judicial opinions that I have written or joined.  All are matters of public record, and they demonstrate that I have been a consistent and reliable judicial and Constitutional conservative (and that I will continue to be so on the Supreme Court).  My vision and goal is to return the Supreme Court to the highly respected Rule-of-Law Court that it was just a few years ago.  Our current Court is ideologically left-leaning and shockingly inexperienced (5 of 7 Justices having no prior judicial experience at any level).  Since we are losing 1 of the 2 Justices with judicial experience, it is imperative that we fill his seat with a judicially-experienced Constitutional conservative, and I am the only candidate from either party who meets that qualification.
	2 Do you have experience as an elected official If so please tell us about that position and experienceRow1: Yes.  13 years on the Michigan Court of Appeals.  See answer to Question 1.
	3 How would you describe your voting history since you registered as a voter  Have you previously voted for candidates affiliated with other parties  If so please explainRow1: My voting record is that of a staunch Republican.  There were exceptions only in my early youth (in the aftermath of Watergate and Vietnam).  But I quickly came to appreciate the evils of the Left, returned to my roots, and ever since (apart from my mandated non-partisan status since joining the Court) have worked in and for the Republican Party, and have consistently voted for Republican candidates.
	4 Please tell us about your activity as a RepublicanRow1: I was active in the Oakland County Republican Party beginning during the 1990s, including serving on its Executive Committee, and on behalf of Republican candidates.  Later, while living in Washtenaw County, I was active there, including serving as Chair of the Washtenaw GOP in 2008-2012.  At that point, upon joining the Court of Appeals, I was obliged to step down from partisan positions and activities.
	fill_3: My many activities have included: State Bar of Michigan - Fellow, Michigan State Bar Foundation (2013-present); Member, Representative Assembly (2005-2011); Chairperson, Antitrust, Franchising, and Trade Regulation Section (2000-2001) (and earlier officer positions); Chair, Michigan Supreme Court Committee on Model Civil Jury Instructions (2015-2020) (and member since 2011); Vice Chair, State of Michigan Retirement Board (2016-2019); Chair, Michigan Judges Retirement Board (2013-2016) (and member since 2011); Chair, Washtenaw Economic Club (2004-2004) (and director 1999-2009); President, Christian Montessori School of Ann Arbor (2005-2010) (and Board Member since 2004); Washtenaw County Apportionment Commission (2010); Leadership Ann Arbor (2001-2002); Trustee, Webster United Church of Christ (2004-2006); Board Member, Ann Arbor Area Convention & Visitor’s Bureau (2011-12).
	6 Youve indicated on your candidate affidavit that your party affiliation is Republican Do you support all aspects of the Republican platform Please elaborateRow1: Yes.  I suspect, as with all of us, that I may differ on certain details as one drills down on the broad parameters generally set forth in a platform, but I certainly support the principles of the platform fully and whole-heartedly.
	7 What is the purpose of governmentRow1: I believe in limited government, and in adherence to the separation of powers and checks and balances that makes our government unique.  I believe that, while government has a role in ensuring our safety and establishing certain rules of conduct, less is generally more.  We live in a free society, but one that I fear is becoming less free all the time, in part because of increasing governmental interference in people’s ability to live their own lives and to engage in the pursuit of happiness that our Constitution guarantees.  The Courts stand as the last line of defense in the current assault on our freedoms, and must stand (as I have done on the Court of Appeals and will continue to do on the Supreme Court) against government encroachment on our freedoms and against violations of the separation of powers that properly and fundamentally serves to restrict such encroachments.
	8 Please explain your view on upholding the Oath of OfficeRow1: Upon joining the Court of Appeals, I took an Oath to uphold the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Michigan to the best of my ability, so help me God.  I think about that every day as I perform my duties, and I have strived over the last 13 years to fulfill that obligation with every ounce of my being.  The oath is a solemn vow to God, and if an office-holder fails or refuses to do so, he or she should not hold office.
	9 How will you make yourself available to constituents if elected  What is your plan to ensure your constituents are heard and their concerns are addressedRow1: Judges are different in some respects that other office-holders, in that their role is not to implement public policy, but is instead to fairly and impartially apply the law to the facts of the cases before them.  In some sense, then, judges should be able to do so without political pressures to decide issues or cases in ways that may be contrary to what is required under the law.  Judges are also precluded from taking part in political activities, from taking positions on many issues, or from commenting on matters that are pending or impending in any court.  So, it is difficult from judges to make themselves available in some of the ways that other office-holders may do.  That said, I will remain as readily accessible as I am able, and am always open to hearing the concerns and viewpoints of all.  
	10 Please explain in your own words the role and responsibilities of the office youre seeking and outline how you intend to address each of the primary duties of that officeRow1: The Michigan Supreme Court is the highest court in our state.  The role of a Justice of that Court is to fairly and impartially apply the law to the facts of the cases that come before the Court, to work with the other Justices to fashion the jurisprudence of the state so that it is fair, predictable, and follows the Constitution and the laws as enacted by the people’s policy-making representatives, and to articulate the rationale for the Court’s decisions in a way that is understandable and that conveys the basis for the Court’s decision-making, as well as respect for the lawyers and litigants.


